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PRIVATE LUXURY EVENTS

A Guide to Barcelona: A City of Warmth and
Unique Experiences

What unique cultural experiences does Barcelona offer to luxury travellers seeking
authentic and immersive experiences?

Barcelona, with more than 2,000 years of history, is and has been a source of inspiration and
home to avant-garde artists such as Picasso, Mir6, and Tapies. Their work can be seen not only
inside museums but in the city’s public spaces where contemporary culture coexists with the
finest examples of Romanesque art from the 11" and 12t centuries.

The city also has nine World Heritage buildings, elegantly combining its historic legacy with
innovative architecture.

Personalised Art Experiences:

Enjoy bespoke tours with exclusive behind the scenes access to world-renowned art institutions,
private spaces, meetings with local and international artists, and specialist guides such as the
Museu Nacional, which offers private after-hours tours, the chance to witness art restorations,
and behind-the-scenes access to stored artwork.

Experience Barcelona Art Season:

An initiative by Barcelona Turisme in collaboration with top museums, galleries, and cultural
institutions, offering a blend of art, music, local attractions, and exhibitions that enrich any
luxury traveller's experience.

Private Architectural Tours:

Discover Barcelona’s iconic architectural masterpieces through private tours, including exclusive
visits outside regular opening hours and private evening events that provide intimate encounters
with Gaudi’'s works like “Magical Nights” on the rooftop terrace of Casa Batllo, the “Sunrise
Experience” at La Pedrera or private visits and dinners at Casa Vicens and Belleguard Gaudi,
including music concerts or gastronomy tastings.

Barcelona Obertura Classic & Lyric:

Bringing together the best of classical and lyrical performances to the city's renowned concert
halls, such as the Liceu Opera House, Palau de la MUsica Catalana, and L'Auditori - including a
special festival in March that offers concerts in emblematic venues across the city, bringing
together emerging and renowned talent.



How does Barcelona showcase its rich gastronomic heritage and what culinary
experiences can luxury travellers expect? Can you highlight some of the must-visit
establishments and local hotspots that exemplify Barcelona's vibrant culinary scene?

Barcelona’s culinary scene was recognised by UNESCO as an Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity, ensuring visitors are immersed in an authentic culinary journey. There are 39 fresh
food markets in Barcelona, and a range of fine dining experiences including 29 restaurants with
39 Michelin stars.

Michelin-Starred Restaurants

Lasarte (3 Michelin stars): An iconic dining experience guided by the culinary vision of
Martin Berasategui.

ABaC (3 Michelin stars) and Cocina Hermanos Torres (3 Michelin stars): Delivering
exquisite contemporary Catalan dishes, refined to perfection.

Disfrutar (3 Michelin stars) Run by Eduard Xatruch, Oriol Castro, and Mateu Casafias,
Disfrutar is famous for its creative dishes and table theatre.

Cinc Sentits (2 Michelin stars): A personal take on modern interpretations of Catalan
cuisine by Chef Jordi Artal.

Enoteca (2 Michelin stars): A journey to the essence of the Mar d’Amunt with traditional
and innovative touches by chef Paco Pérez.

Oria (1 Michelin star): An updated take on traditional cuisine with Mediterranean roots
and a nod to the Basque Country, led by Martin Berasategui.

New 1-star Michelin restaurants for 2025 include Prodigi, Quirat, Slow & Low, Suto, and Teatro
Kitchen & Bar.

Culinary Experiences for Luxury Travellers

Explore iconic markets like La Boqueria, Santa Caterina, and Sant Antoni with expert
chefs, who guide you through the freshest local ingredients.

Master the art of traditional Catalan and Mediterranean cooking with hands-on lessons
from top chefs.

Enjoy live cooking sessions where chefs bring creativity and passion to each dish.

Experience Barcelona’s tapas culture with gourmet food tours, highlighting the city's
finest flavors and hidden culinary gems.

Wine Tourism: Barcelona is surrounded by renowned wine regions, offering exclusive
experiences for wine lovers. The city features four Denominations of Origin (DO): DO Alella,
DO Penedés, DO Catalunya, and DO Pla de Bages, along with the famous DO Cava.



e Explore the nearby vineyards with personalised tours that showcase the region’s best
wines, just an hour from the city.

»  Visit family-run wineries that offer tailor-made options just 20-30 minutes from
Barcelona. These include: Alta Alella, Liopart, Familia Torres Winery, Sumarroca,
Cordorniu, and Can Calopa.

What sets Barcelona apart in terms of exclusive shopping experiences and luxury retail
opportunities?

Barcelona's retail tradition dates back to the Middle Ages. Today, it blends its rich retail heritage
with modern luxury, presenting a unique commercial landscape where local businesses and
international brands seamlessly coexist.

e Barcelona Shopping Line: A 5-kilometre stretch of open-air shopping taking you
through some of the city's most iconic streets including the beautiful Passeig the Gracia
avenue.

e Shopping Hubs: The city features over 25 shopping centers and department stores,
including renowned locations like La llla, Maremagnum, and El Corte Inglés.

e Passeig de Gracia: This 200-year-old prestigious avenue, lined with elegant designer
boutiques, offers a shopping experience like no other.

e Unique Local Shops: Visit independent boutiques offering handmade goods, innovative
designs, and artisanal products that capture the essence of Barcelona’s creativity and
craftsmanship.

e Exclusive VIP Experiences: Barcelona offers exclusive shopping experiences, including
access to VIP areas, personal shopping consultations, private fashion shows, and curated
shopping routes, where visitors can preview the latest collections and receive tailored
advice from experts.

How does Barcelona's hotel infrastructure cater to the needs and preferences of luxury
travellers, and what distinguishes it from other destinations?

Whether you prefer the grandeur of a historic hotel, the sleek design of a modern property, or
the charm of a boutique establishment, Barcelona's hospitality scene has it all.

Five-star hotels in Barcelona include: Arts, Almanac, Bagués, Casa Fuster, Claris & Spa, Cotton
House, El Palace, Grand Hyatt Barcelona, Grand Hotel Central, Kimpton Vividora, Majestic Hotel
& Spa, Mercer Hotel Barcelona, METT Barcelona (opening September 2025), Me Barcelona by
Melia, Mirlo Boutique Hotel, Monument Hotel, Neri Relais & Chateaux, Intercontinental, Ohla
Barcelona, Serras Barcelona, SLS Barcelona (opening March 2025), The One, The Barcelona
Edition, Torre Melina Gran Melia or W Barcelona, amongst others.



What transportation services and modes of travel are available to luxury travellers within
Barcelona and the surrounding areas?

Barcelona offers a wide array of luxury transportation services, designed to meet the highest
standards of comfort and exclusivity.

e Private Transfers

Luxury travellers can enjoy private transfers with options such as chauffeur-driven cars and
limousines.

e Luxury Car Rentals
Select from high-end vehicles like Rolls-Royce, Bentley, and Porsche.
e Yacht Charters

Private yacht charters offer a unique way to explore Barcelona's stunning coastline and enjoy
breathtaking views of the city.

e Trusted Local Partners

Barcelona Turisme partners with premium local companies to offer exceptional transportation
options. Notable providers include Blai Limousines, Avant Group, Abaser, and Autos Alegre,
all known for their reliability, top-notch service, and fleets of luxury vehicles.

Could you provide insights into local agencies that specialise in curating luxury
experiences for discerning travellers?

Barcelona's boutique agencies specialise in crafting bespoke authentic and immersive
experiences that allow visitors to explore the city and its surroundings beyond the beaten track.

e Tailor-Made Itineraries

Customised tours can be arranged to suit any interest. Expert guides provide an in-depth
perspective on the city’'s most iconic landmarks, hidden gems, and exclusive spots.

e Specialised Agencies

Barcelona collaborates with agencies such as Premium Traveler Barcelona, Destination Spain,
Made for Spain, Tailored Spain, and The Real Thing that provide exceptional, handcrafted
experiences for luxury travellers.



How does Barcelona Turisme collaborate with local businesses and artisans to offer
unique, high-quality products and experiences for luxury travellers?

Barcelona Premium is a brand created by Barcelona Turisme to position the city as a destination
for exclusive trips and unique experiences.

The Barcelona Premium Catalogue (www.barcelonapremium.com) is a selection of the best
offerings in:

e Luxury accommodation
e Experiences

e Shopping

e Gastronomy

e Services: Transport and local boutique DMCs

What efforts are being made to ensure that Barcelona offers sustainable and responsible
tourism options for luxury travellers?

Barcelona has earned worldwide recognition as the first city to receive the Biosphere
Responsible Tourism certification. This prestigious award highlights the city's dedication to
sustainability, ensuring that both visitors and businesses are aligned with environmentally and
socially responsible practices.

e The Barcelona Sustainable Tourism Program, launched in 2012, focuses on attracting
ethically conscious tourists by promoting responsible tourism management across all
sectors. The program encourages local businesses, including hotels, restaurants, and
cultural venues to pursue sustainable practices.

e Active involvement across sectors: From luxury hotels and travel agencies to cultural
institutions, restaurants, and green transportation options, Barcelona’s tourism industry
is highly engaged in fostering sustainable practices. This holistic approach ensures that
travellers have access to high-quality, eco-friendly options, while supporting the city's
commitment to protecting its natural and cultural heritage.

e Many of Barcelona’s luxury hotels have adopted energy-efficient technologies,
sustainable building materials, and waste-reduction strategies to reduce their
environmental footprint, alongside sourcing their ingredients locally, supporting
sustainable agriculture, and reducing transportation emissions.

In which ways does Barcelona cater to the preferences of luxury travellers seeking
relaxation and wellness experiences during their stay?

Barcelona offers a wide range of wellness and relaxation options for luxury travellers seeking
rejuvenating experiences during their stay. These include:



Luxury Hotels with Exclusive Spas:

Majestic Hotel & Spa Barcelona

Hotel Arts Barcelona

Mayan Luxury Spa at the Palace Hotel Barcelona
Spa InterContinental

The Spa at Mandarin Oriental

Bliss Spa at W Barcelona

Independent Wellness Centers and Spas:

AIRE Ancient Baths Barcelona

Le Spa at Hotel Omm

What are some examples of tailored experiences that Barcelona offers for luxury

travellers interested in adventure and outdoor activities?

Barcelona offers an exciting array of tailored adventure experiences ideal for luxury travelers
seeking both thrills and tranquility in stunning natural surroundings.

Explore Barcelona's spectacular skyline and the coastline aboard a private sailboat,
motorboat, or luxury yacht. Experience bespoke sailing excursions complete with
gourmet dining, tailored itineraries, and access to hidden coves and pristine beaches.

Helicopter tours offer stunning aerial views of Barcelona’s landmarks, from the grandeur
of the Sagrada Familia to the beauty of Montjuic and the Mediterranean coastline.

Barcelona is home to some of the world's most thrilling sporting events. A VIP pack at
Formula 1 Grand Prix or Moto GP at the Circuit de Barcelona-Catalunya offers prime
viewing spots, behind-the-scenes access, and the opportunity to drive high-performance
cars.

For football enthusiasts, the FC Barcelona Camp Nou experience offers VIP experiences
and services.

Golf lovers can enjoy a day at the prestigious Real Club de Golf El Prat, a renowned golf
course offering lush fairways, stunning views, and a championship-calibre experience.

A hot air balloon ride over the picturesque Catalan countryside is an unforgettable
experience. Float above rolling vineyards, rugged mountains, and historic villages,
enjoying panoramic views of the landscape and a gourmet champagne breakfast.

How does Barcelona maintain a balance between preserving its heritage and embracing

innovation to cater to the evolving needs of luxury travellers?

Barcelona strikes a unique balance between preserving its rich heritage and embracing

innovation in several key ways:



e Restoration of Historic Sites with Modern Amenities: Barcelona is known for its
stunning architecture, from Antoni Gaudi's masterpieces like La Sagrada Familia and Park
Guell to the medieval charm of the Gothic Quarter. The city has successfully restored and
preserved these heritage sites while integrating modern infrastructure and amenities to
cater to luxury travellers. Many high-end hotels and restaurants are housed in historic
buildings, offering a perfect blend of tradition and contemporary comfort.

¢ Innovative Cultural Experiences: Barcelona continuously introduces innovative cultural
experiences for travellers, such as virtual reality tours of iconic locations like the Palau de
la MUsica Catalana, which allows visitors to explore these sites in new and immersive
ways.

e Luxury Hospitality & Sustainability: Many luxury hotels in Barcelona combine cutting-
edge design with eco-friendly initiatives. Hotels like the W Barcelona and the Hotel Omm
blend modern luxury with sustainable practices, ensuring that innovation is aligned with
environmental responsibility.

e Modernising Traditional Cuisine: Barcelona's culinary scene has evolved while still
honoring traditional Catalan flavours. Renowned chefs like Ferran Adria and Joan Roca
have revolutionised local gastronomy through molecular cuisine and avant-garde
techniques, drawing inspiration from the region'’s rich culinary heritage.

e Smart City Initiatives: Barcelona is embracing technological innovations, from smart
transportation systems to digital concierge services. The use of digital tools, such as app-
based city guides and personalised recommendations, ensure that travellers can access
the best of the city.

How do you think partnering with Private Luxury for our Barcelona event will add value to
your offering and help you reach new audiences?

Partnering with Private Luxury offers an exceptional opportunity to enhance our brand visibility
and elevate the quality of our offerings in the luxury travel sector.

This collaboration will allow us to showcase Barcelona as a top-tier destination for discerning
travelers. By joining forces with Private Luxury, we can tap into a curated network of affluent
travelers, industry influencers, decision-makers, expanding our reach to a new audience with
high expectations for luxury.

Additionally, the professional participants will have the chance to enjoy and explore different
local and authentic experiences we've organised in Barcelona, showcasing the most exclusive
offerings in culture, architecture, and gastronomy across different areas of the city.

We are excited about the potential to create meaningful relationships through this collaboration,
enhance our market presence, and attract a sophisticated audience seeking tailored,
extraordinary experiences in Barcelona.



About Barcelona Turisme

Barcelona Turisme offers knowledge and tailor-made solutions for clients to enjoy an
experience that is authentic, exclusive and full of local flavour.

With more than 800 member companies and a wide range of products, experiences, and
services, they can help you personalise and add value to your Barcelona portfolio.

For more information, please visit www.barcelonaturisme.com and
www.barcelonapremium.com.



http://www.barcelonaturisme.com/

